
APPENDIX D

FOWEY ROCKS LIGHTHOUSE

The United States Coast Guard owns the Fowey Rocks Lighthouse, although the structure is
located within the boundary of Biscayne National Park. The surveyor could not obtain access to
the lighthouse but examined the structure from
the deck of a boat. The lighthouse appears
eligible for listing in the National Register.

In 1875, after many years of complaint
about the inadequacy of the old Cape Florida
light, the Lighthouse Board decided to replace
it with a new one located on Fowey Rocks,
seven miles from shore “on the northern
extremity of the reef.”1 The Fowey Rocks
Lighthouse, once called the “Eyes of Miami,„2

is one of a group of six skeletal lighthouses
constructed on the Florida Reef between 1852
and 1880. It is the northernmost of the lights
and the fifth built. This network of lights did
much  to lessen the dangers of navigation in the
Florida Straits.

The Lighthouse Board supervised the
architectural drawings for the new structure on
Fowey Rocks. The board contracted with
Paulding and Kemble, of Cold Spring, New
York, to provide materials and labor to build
the bottom of the tower, and Pusey Jones and
Company, of Wilmington, Delaware, to finish Figure D-1. Fowey Rocks Lighthouse, 1995
the structure in 1877. Soldier Key, the nearest
land, was used as the base for construction. When bad weather set in, heavy seas made transit
from the key to the construction site impossible for many days at a time. Workers were forced
to camp on the new lighthouse’s platform in order to continue work. The keeper’s dwelling was

1The Fowey Rocks owe their name to the HMS Fowey, a British frigate wrecked there in 1748. Kirk
Munroe, “Lights of the Florida Reef,” in Irving A. Leonard, The Florida Adventures of Kirk Munroe (Chuluota,
Fla.: Mickler House, 1975), 183-84.

2Love Dean, Reef Lights: Seaswept Lighthouses of the Florida Keys (Key West, Fla.: Historic Key West
Preservation Board, 1982), 103.
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completed on  April 30, 1878, the lens  was installed  on  May  25th, and the light was illuminated
on June 15, 1878.3

The Fowey Rocks Lighthouse is a cast iron, octagonal, skeletal tower constructed on piles
screwed into the coral below. The tower stands in about 4 feet of water and rises 110 feet
above the sea.4 The tower’s frame is made up of  vertical members at each comer of an octagon,
interconnected by horizontal girders and diagonal tie-rods. Above the initial rise the tower
becomes an open cone, truncated at the base of the lantern.

The keeper’s home is an octagonal Second Empire structure located some 35 feet above the
coral. Set within the framework of the tower, it is also constructed of cast iron, and has one
story plus the area under the Mansard  roof. The windows in the upper level are hooded. The
remains of a boat  winch  projects  from one wall of  the keeper’s house. An enclosed cylindrical
stairway connects the living quarters with  the lantern above. Simple metal balustrades enclose
the galleries on the level of the living quarters and at the lantern. The glass is missing from the
lantern, but the bell-shaped metal roof above it appears to be intact. The structure, or at least
the upper portions of it, was exhibited at the 1876 Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia.5 The
light was automated in 1974. The tower is in fair condition but is deteriorating. It appears to be
poorly maintained.

3Ibid., 98-100.

4Ibid., 128.

5R. Munroe, 78, and K. Munroe, 184.




